
 
March 28, 2019 

 
 

Dear HPPA Families, 
 

In the spirit of creating the most engaging classrooms possible, we are needing to shift our 
thinking about student cell phones. While they almost become an extension of our bodies, we 
are not allowing students to use them at Hazel Park Preparatory Academy (HPPA) between 
the hours of 9:30-4:01 pm. 

 
Here are the reasons behind our thinking: 

• Phones are distracting. Their ringing and vibrating disrupt both the student and the 
class. We want students focused on their learning, not who's calling or texting 
them. 

• Phones cause drama. Young people say things online that they would not say in person. 
This fact, coupled with the fact that students feel compelled to record and share things 
on their phones create unnecessary drama. 

• Phones get stolen. Phones are expensive and attractive items. Leaving them in a locked 
locker is best if they can't stay at home. While we try to help student’s problem-solve, 
the school is not responsible for lost or stolen items. 

• Phones can become addicting. This generation of students is struggling to learn to think 
and stay busy with just their own thoughts.  

• Phones are unnecessary. Every student at HPPA is given an iPad for academic use and 
each classroom has a telephone. 

 
We need your partnership to support HPPA in this effort. Beginning Monday, April 8, we will 
hold students to these expectations: 
1. Personal phones and electronics are not allowed to be used at H P P A . 
2. They are to remain at home, or locked in lockers. If students choose to carry their 

phones, they must be completely off- not even on vibrate. 
3. Phones and electronics will be collected and left in a secure place if there is repeated use.  

A parent /guardian will then need to come to school to pick the phone up. 
 

We are asking you to not only review these expectations but also to help us by not texting or 
contacting your student during the school day.  Ideally all necessary communication should occur 
before and after school. In the event of an emergency, please call the main office, 651- 293-8970 
and we will get a message to your student promptly. If a student needs to contact a parent, they can 
ask for a pass to use the phone in the office or in your student’s classroom. 

 
Again, we are making this shift because we want your students to get the best academic 
instruction possible and cell phones have become a barrier. 
 
 
Duane Dutrieuille 
Principal 


